Helping People with Disabilities 
Help Themselves in Burkina Faso 
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As a child, polio survivor Michel crawled 6 km to school and back. Through sheer force of will and strength of character, Michel is now President of the Association of People with Disabilities in Gourma (APHG), based in a remote rural community in Burkina Faso, West Africa.  With the support of International Service Ireland (ISI), APHG provides support to people with disabilities in the community through human rights and skills training. Invaluable classes in Braille, sign language and literacy allow people with disabilities to communicate with their families and the wider community. 

ISI provides vital seed capital grants to members of the association so that they may start income generation activities which will allow them to improve their standard of living. Examples of such activities are metalwork, egg production, market gardening and furniture making. A percentage of the income generated is fed back into partner organisations to allow them to continually improve their services to members. 

APHG is just one of six such organisations that ISI works with throughout Burkina Faso. Please help us to continue providing support to Michel and others like him so that we can end the grinding vicious cycle of disability and poverty. 

Support our Work!

Your support is vital for reaching those most in need. In order to continue to make a real difference we need to urgently raise €85,000.00. Here are some examples of where your donation will go: 
	Some facts …. 

	Population
13,925,000
Capital
Ouagadougou; 821,000
Area
274,200 square kilometers
(105,869 sq miles)
Language
French, native African languages
Currency
CFA franc
Life Expectancy
45
GDP per Capita
U.S. $1,100
Literacy 
27%
Religion
Muslim, indigenous beliefs, Christian



·  €5.00 can buy 2 chickens and their food for egg production 

· €15.00 can provide 1 day’s training in metal work 

· €27.00 covers the daily salary of an experienced professional development worker to provide in-depth business training for our partner organisations

· €130.00 can provide all the raw materials necessary to make a wheelchair.   

A little more about Burkina Faso… 
A landlocked country in West Africa, Burkina Faso is one of the four poorest countries in the world and has one of the highest population densities in Africa.  Over 46% of the 14 million people, known as ‘Burkinabes’, live in extreme poverty – less than $1 a day. 
Approximately 13% of the population (over 1½ million people) have some form of disability, much of it from preventable diseases such as polio and German measles. Up to 20% of disabilities are caused by basic malnutrition.   
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